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From this time the sudden and total ctange takes
place in the courteous and respectful, if still Breach be-
jealous and guarded, intercourse between Henry p^JS^
and the Pope. Till now Henry was content to EmPeror-
sacrifice the sinioniacal and the married clergy and to be
the submissive agent of the Pope in their degradation.
They are now, with short intervals but of seeming peace,
resolute, declared, unscrupulous, remorseless enemies.
Each is determined to put forth his full powers, each
to enlist in his party the subjects of the other. If
Gregory had condescended, which he did not, to dis-
semble his deliberate scheme, his avowed sacred duty to
subject the temporal to the spiritual power, a man of
Henry's experience, even if without natural sagacity,,
could not but perceive what was now at issue. This act
despoiled the Emperor of one of his most valuable pre-
rogatives ; a prerogative indispensable to his authority.

Nor was Henry now in a condition tamely to endure
the aggression even of the Pope. The sudden revolution
in the German mind in his favour, the victory of Hohen-
burg, the submission of the Saxons, the captivity of
their chiefs (the fruits of that victory) might have in-
toxicated a mind less unused to success. Nor was he
without powerful, allies, pledged by their interests to his
cause, and incensed by the bold and uncompromising
manner in which the Pope asserted and seemed deter-
mined to enforce his supremacy.*1 The German Church,
as shown at Erfurt, had still a strong inclination to inde-
pendence. Of the more powerful prelates, some indeed
were old, some irresolute; but some, sharing in his con-
demnation, were committed to his side. Hanno of Co-

* See the additions made to  the Regesta of Gregory VIU m  MabiJlcu
Correspondence, ii. 143.